Proposal for WCST2026 China Regional Session
1. Overview of the China Regional Session
The China Regional Session offers researchers from China the opportunity to present and discuss their research in Chinese. Through this dedicated session, WCST2026 aims to encourage wider participation from Chinese scholars, facilitate in-depth academic exchanges in the native language, and strengthen collaboration within the Chinese smart tourism research community.
This session will serve as a critical platform for showcasing cutting-edge research conducted in China, sharing practical experiences and policy insights, and fostering connections between domestic researchers and the global smart tourism community.

2. The Significance of Smart Tourism in China
China represents a dynamically evolving and strategically vital context for smart tourism development. In 2025, China’s domestic tourist trips reached 6.52 billion, with total tourism spending hitting 6.3 trillion yuan; the smart tourism market size alone is projected to reach 1.46 trillion yuan. While this massive scale fuels economic growth, it also presents pressing challenges: overcrowding in scenic areas, regional disparities in tourism development, labor shortages in service sectors, and strained infrastructure and environmental pressure.
In response, smart tourism in China has emerged as a core strategy to address these complex issues and drive high-quality industry growth. The integration of 5G, AI, big data, cloud computing, and VR/AR is becoming central to enhancing destination governance, optimizing service delivery, and promoting sustainable and inclusive development. By 2025, smart tourism applications had covered over 90% of 4A/5A scenic spots and key tourist cities, forming a three-tier ecosystem for tourists, enterprises, and governments.
China’s robust digital infrastructure, national policies such as the Action Plan for the Innovative Development of Smart Tourism (2024), and strong cross-sector collaboration create a unique environment for advancing smart tourism. At the same time, trends like rapidly rising demand for personalized and immersive experiences and uneven regional development make smart tourism critical for balancing efficiency, equity, and sustainability.
Smart tourism in China therefore extends far beyond operational efficiency. It encompasses broader goals of improving tourist satisfaction, empowering industrial transformation, strengthening cultural heritage preservation, and advancing green and low-carbon tourism. By fostering innovation, cross-industry cooperation, and international exchanges, the China Chapter aims to supports global tourism modernization and contributes valuable insights to global smart tourism research and practice.

3. Proposed Session Topics
The China Regional Session welcomes original research papers, case studies, and practice reports focusing exclusively on smart tourism in China. All submissions must address Chinese contexts, cases, or policy environments. Topics include, but are not limited to:
· AI and large language model applications in tourism services and management
· Big data analytics for destination governance and visitor experience optimization
· Digital platforms and sharing economy in Chinese tourism
· Immersive technologies (VR/AR/MR) and metaverse tourism
· Smart tourism and cultural heritage preservation and activation
· Green and low-carbon smart tourism development
· Rural smart tourism and rural revitalization
· Smart tourism policies and regulatory frameworks in China
· Cross-border tourism digitalization and smart tourism international cooperation
· Labor transformation and human-AI collaboration in tourism services
· Tourist behavior and digital consumption patterns in China
· Smart tourism and accessibility for special groups
· Smart tourism transportation and smart travel experience in China
4. Session Organization
Session Chairs
· Ning Sun, Associate Professor, Nankai University, China (sunning@nankai.edu.cn)
· Sai Liang, Professor, Nankai University, China (liangsai@nankai.edu.cn)
· Chunxiao Li, Professor, Nankai University, China (li.chunxiao@hotmail.com)
· Haiyan Kong, Professor, Shandong University, China (konghaiyan@sdu.edu.cn)
· Chenguang Wu, Professor, Sun Yat-sen University, China (wucheng@mail.sysu.edu.cn)
· Weimin Zheng, Professor, Xiamen University, China (zhengweimin@xmu.edu.cn)
Membership and Participation
The China Regional Session is open to all researchers, practitioners, and students conducting research on smart tourism in China. All presentations and discussions will be held in Chinese. While participation in the session does not require membership in the Association for Smart Tourism (AST), we strongly encourage presenters and attendees to join AST to access the full range of global network benefits, including:
· Discounted registration fees for WCST2026 and other AST-sponsored events
· Publication opportunities in the Journal of Smart Tourism
· Access to a global network of smart tourism researchers and industry leaders
· Exclusive workshops, training programs, and career development resources
· Participation in regional and global academic initiatives
For inquiries about the China Regional Session or paper submission, please contact the session chairs directly. For detailed information about AST membership categories and benefits, please visit the official website: https://www.astworld.org/membership/membership.php


